Chalkland
Streatley Meadows is a piece of grassy chalk downland in the centre
of the village of Streatley, Berkshire and is within the North Wessex
Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, a nationally important
landscape. This land abuts the Ridgeway, England’s oldest road. It is
overlooked by the National Trust land comprising Lardon Chase, The
Holies and Lough Down.

Landscape
The Berkshire Downs is characterised by broad expanses of essentially open downland dissected
by numerous dry valleys, richly farmed vale and valley landscapes and extensive areas of
woodland. This area has been settled since Neolithic or early prehistoric times as the numerous
barrows, and other prehistoric earthwork features that are scattered around the chalk downs,
testify.

Summer Picnic 2021
Welcome
This year we are relaunching our summer picnic, something we hope will become a
recurring feature of our events calendar.
It is our chance to say thank you to all the people who have helped us over the last
12 months, and to discuss with parishioners what we have planned for the future.
In this leaflet you will find various sections that explore what the Trust means to us,
and how we are continuing to ensure it remains the beating heart of the village.

Traditional Grassland
Few areas of traditional chalk grassland have survived on the Downs except for limited tracts on
the scarp itself and on the steep sides of dry valleys. These few areas support colourful limedependent wildflowers among the short rabbit-grazed springy turfs. On some steeper slopes,
juniper and hawthorn scrub is frequent and beech is the dominant tree type occurring as
characteristic clumps on numerous hill crests in the area.
The Streatley Meadows form a particularly rare slice of the Berkshire Downs landscape, the zone
between the chalk scarps and the floodplain of the Thames. From ancient times this unique
position has been fed by run off from the chalk downs and alluvial soils from the Thames
floodplain giving the meadows a calcium rich, deep soil. Here we have the opportunity to create
not just a beautiful village amenity but a haven for plant and insect species under threat
elsewhere, right in the heart of our village. This wonderful opportunity to bring nature to our
doorstep will take time and consistent management of the whole site. Since the Meadows have
been under the stewardship of the village the abundance of herbs
has increased whilst rank grasses have reduced and we are
starting to see the diversity of both plants and animals increase,
including the pink flowers of the common centaury (Centaurium
erthraea) which was not recorded in the original surveys. We plan
to do a full survey next year.

Archaeology
In June 2012 an archaeological survey was conducted.
The survey suggested the line of the Roman road between Silchester and Dorchester on Thames
and onwards to Alchester traversed the meadow from South to North over to the east side. A
second finding was a circular garden with paths cutting it into quartiles which may have been
associated with other buildings (of unknown date). There are also a number of anomalies to the

west of the church. One interpretation of these anomalies is that they could represent the
remains of a timber framed building, with the individual anomalies representing the remains of
the bases and walls used to support the framing. The alignment between these anomalies and
the church suggests that there may have been an association between them.
Finally, there are remains to the north of the wall on the High Street which probably represent
the remains of the buildings which were shown on the Streatley map of 1764 in the Berkshire
Records Office.

Projects
The Boundary Wall
The skills required to keep the wall in good shape are rare and in demand, but we have found
local resources that know what they are doing. There has been tree
fall damage, crumbling due to general wear and tear, and an
unfortunate incident with a car. With the help and generosity of
parishioners we were able to keep on top of the repairs required this
year. However, there are other sections that will need to be put right
within the next five years, so we need to plan ahead. In the short term
we will be looking to cut the ivy stems that have grown up, and once
withered, will investigate the condition of the wall underneath.

Re-Wilding the Wildflowers
A wildflower cultivation project will transform the North Meadow.
We removed local wild grass and weeds, which can choke the
growth of the meadow flowers we are hoping to promote. Threemetre strips were harrowed repeatedly until weeds no longer
germinated. In the spring of 2019 yellow rattle and wild flower
seeds were sown to help weaken the local coarse meadow grass. We will now see if more wild
flowers germinate, and sow any that are recommended by our project experts. This is a longterm project and because of nature being the major stakeholder, we cannot hurry it.
In addition, a mower has been used to selectively trim back certain areas, to reduce the incidence
of certain unwelcome species such as nettles and brambles. This might seem slightly incongruous
but is the recommended way of dealing with the problem.

The Wild Wood
This area of the meadow was once a bowling green that was overtaken by a copse. It is now an
invaluable natural sanctuary for many wild animals, birds and insects. But we also want it to be
a wonderful place where young children can explore, climb trees, scrape their knees and come
home muddy and exhausted having had fun. In the wild wood is a map and QR codes to set young
minds exploring. Many ‘fearsome facts’ and animal ‘superpowers’ are revealed on the website
and through the QR codes in the woods.

www.streatleywildwood.co.uk

Funding
We have been and still are entirely funded through donations, from the purchase of the land
through to its maintenance. We would love some of the friends of Streatley Meadows, who enjoy
it being there, walking through it, or for any other reason, to help us with donations. Monthly £5
donations will help us no end. Or you may prefer a one-off donation which can be given at any
time. An online ‘donate’ button is available on our home page: www.heartofstreatley.co.uk or
email info@heartofstreatley.co.uk for other ways to donate. If neither of these suit you then
please talk to one of the trustees who will happily give you their contact details.
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